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escape, for in front of her were other ships of her own
side, while her ship was further advanced toward the
enemy, she resolved what she would do. She charged
in full career against a ship of her own side manned by
Calyndians and in which the King of the Calyndians was
embarked. Now though even it be true that she had had
some strife with him before while they were still about
the Hellespont, yet I am not able to say whether she did
this by intuition or whether the Calyndian ship happened
by chance to fall in her way. Having charged against it
and sunk it, she enjoyed good fortune and got for herself
good in two ways; for first the captain of the Athenian
ship, when he saw her charge against a ship manned by
barbarians, turned away and went after others, supposing
that the ship of Artemisia was either a Hellenic ship or was
deserting from the barbarians and fighting for the Hellenes.
Secondly, she gained great reputation by this thing with
Xerxes, for besides other things which happened fortu-
nately for her, there was this also, that not one of the
crew of the Calyndian ship survived to become her ac-
cuser. Xerxes is reported to have said: ' My men have
become women and my women men/

" Now if the Athenian captain had known that Arte-
misia was sailing in this ship, he would not have ceased
until either he had taken her or had been taken himself;
for orders had been given to the Athenian captains and a
prize was offered of ten thousand drachmas for the man
who could take her alive; since they thought it intolerable
that a woman should make an expedition against Athens.'1

After the calamitous issue of the battle of Salamis,
Xerxes, having learned by hard experience that the insight
of such a woman as Artemisia was more to be depended
upon than the wisdom of his male advisers, once more
sends for Artemisia and takes counsel with her.